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roln n pack-horse, to be loaded down with what- |

ver burden his allies may choose to place upon | blican

r b be would wike her pay dearly for | School. Al his opinions upoen political questions
bhaving fncorporated inte her Constitution that | Were strongly tinctured the doctrines of that
bing so hateful to him, the Proviso of Freedom. | school. No in the teachings of the * fathers”

He (Mre W) was for Californin,separste from all | bad he found it laid down, that Demoeracy con-

her questions. He believed it dueto that State, | sisted in wearing the collar of slavery about his
lue t neck—in bowing down to & heartless money aris-
tooracy—in supporting the extension of slavery
over the Continent. Such may be the doctrines
of the gentleman from 1llinois. He may best sub-
serve his politieal ends, by standing shoulder to
shoulder with the advocates of Slavery-Extension.
He may esteem that man & demsgogue who boldly |
stands up in the face of power, in defiance of all
opposition,
supporter of principle. There ure demagogues,
however, who succumb to power; who flatter the
strong, and deride the weak ; who are always
found in support of that poliey best oalculated to
advance their interests | who are ready to change

1o to ourselves, and, wbove all, required by the
‘¢ of u vast majority of the freemen from whom
e profess to speak mud aot,
What, Mr. Chairman, is the spectacle present-
After having noquired sll the alave
ritory upon the continent—afier having annex-

car which followed that aot; mow, sir, the free
State of California, with n voling population larger
than that of one half of the slave Siates—Ilarger
than Florida, larger than Arkansas, Iarger than
U'exas, lurger, in my judgmint, than either Mis-
slssippi or Louisiana—this free State is denied
vimission into the Union, only becanse she is free.
Vew, sir, her only offence is, that she has prohib-
ited wlavery within her borders. Those who now
sk that wotion shsll be had upon this subject, are

denounced us men who desire to keep up & “ mis- | bas 80 long held nacendency in this Government, | high trusts to be dignified with the pame of  com-
The | that certain gentlemen seem to think that their | promise i

erable excitemeot” in the public mind.
gentleman from filinois | Mr. MeCrLErnanD| may,
in his conoeption of things, regard it a8 a misera- |
ble vocation, for men to contend earnestly, serious.
Iy, manfully, for the sdvance of Freedom, for the
trionmph of truth. The gentleman may regard |
those efforts only ns nntile snd praiseworthy, |
whioh are put forth in the cause of slavery prop-
wrandism. wnd whishsrs rewsrded with the amiles

BT ot b

T
“ miserable agitation” indeed | to stangd up here |

utter unweleome truths in the ears of lordly mAs-
ters, to expose the schemes of unchastened am- |
bitien, to labor earnestly to bring back this Gov- i
ernment to the r}tﬁc} of its founders, to insist |

that the policy ol

this Union.

He (Mr. W ) could tell the gentleman from I11i-
nois [Mr. MeCreuxann] bow this agitation, which
he 80 much deprecates, might have been avoided
Had Representatives faithfully earried ont the will
of their constituents, the question of slavery in
our Territories would have been wettled three
years ago, by the extension to them of that pro-
vislon of the Ordinance of 1787 which prohibits
slavery except for crime. OFf this there can be no
doubt,

He (Mr. W) hag said before, and he repeated
now, that when the Proviso was first introduced
there were but two Northern votes aguinst it in this
House. One was that of the gentleman from I11i-
nols, snd the other that of bisthen colleague, now
& meémber of the Senate, [“r Dovaras] That

rovision, which the gentleman has learned from | For his informstion I will tell him, that it is one
Eh Southern allies to denounce as most infamous, | of the strongest Demooratic districts in the State

S4B (Bl cu v appreTOT IEE g dacdie
tives from the free States, bat the unsnimous and
spontaneous approval of the people thronghout
evory free State in this L'nion
éVery form of expgemsion endorssd it.  Legisla-
tares by unanimons resolutions endorsed it. Had
the public voice then been fuithfully oheyed in
this and the other wing of the Capitol, ull that
exoitement and ngitation about which the gentle.
man deeclsims with such genvine Southern ferling,

» wounld have been avoided The gnestion would
have been settled without agitation, without ex-
citement ; and, in my judgment, without leaving
behind any very scrious heart-burniogs npon the
feelings of our Southern friends. True, sir, they
might bave been ignorant of the merits of their
distingniched champion, the gentleman from [lii-
nois, The country might have never known that
it held within its hosom ome of snch broad, such
comprehensive, such exalted patriotism. This, he
(Mr. W) confessed, would have hefn n serious
loes to the country, and a great personal muorifice
to the geotleman from [llinnis; but one which, he
trusted, would have been cheerfully made, to avoid
that agitation which so alarms and disturbs the
gentleman.

Mpr, Chairman, 1t has become guite common for
oertain gentlemen. distingnished alike for their
patriotism and modesty, o eluim for themselves
that they stand upon & broad and national plat-
form; and to denownce all who do not take posi-
tion with them, ns narrow-minded, sectional, and
fanatioal. Is slavery national, and freedom see-
tional? He (Mr. W.) had boen taought hy the
fathers of the repuhlican school, that freedom was
broad and national, snd slavery loeal and section-

al. For this great dootrine he had u!rumlhl'

here, and for this be should continue to struggle,
with all the feeble powers God had given him.
This great doctrine of the universality of free-
dom, as one the inalienahle rights of man, and of
the loeal charncter of slavery, as a State and seo-
tional fnstitution, conatituted, in the early days of
the Republic, an established article in the repub-
lican ereed. Hence, the efforts of Jefferson to
circumacribe the limits of slavery—efforts glo-
rioasly sucoessful in the establishment of the Or-
dioance of 1787—hy which freedom was secured
to the State which the gentlemsan from Illinois
[Me MoCruanann] in part represents.  But for
this Ordinance, which the gentleman now denoun-
oes a8 infamong, the eurse of slavery would have
rested like nn Incubus upon hisown State It

would have gone there in defiance of the Ordi- |

nance, had Illinois, at the time of the adop-
tion of the Constitution, been blessed, or cursed,
(her people will judge which,) with s supernbun-
danoe of that broad and comprehensive patriotism
of which the gentleman bonsts. Instead of that
free labor, which is fast giving to lllinois pros-
perity and greatness, the negro slave would bave
loitered in idleness upon her fertile fields, or
been driven by the lnsh to his thriftless and un-
willing toil.

He (Mr. W) had followed in the footsteps of
Jefforson ; he had travelled in the beaten tracks of
the fathers of the republican party. His efforts
had been to cireumseribe slavery within State lim-
its—not to interfere with it thers, but to resist its
gpread over the free Territories of the nation—to
relieve the General Government from all respon-
sibility for its existence or support, leaving it to
rest, where alone it should rest, upon Stiate sov-
ereingty and State laws

This question of slavery extension is s great
pecuninry question—a question of capital—of
money. The immense cnpital invested in slaves,
us effectually controls this Government aa does
the eapital invested in the funded debt of Great
Britain control that. The oll proverb, that
“ money rules the world,” is as true in political
un in socinl affuirs. T'hemoneyinvested in slaves
wields the destinies of this boasted free Republio,
It shapes its policy to its own ends, it elects its
Presidents, nnd dispenses ita vast patronage; it
proseribes ite enemies, and exalts its friends, So
far s legislation and all the machinery of Gov-
ernwent is coneerned, it in truth and fact con-
stitutes the Hepublic itself. Well-informed
Southern men in this and in the other branch of
Congress have estimated the amount of money
invested in slaves at sirteen hundred wmillions of
dollars. He thought the estimate a large one,
but that the sum is large almost beyond computa-
tion, is certain, T'his vast money power, extend-
ing over half of the Confederacy, and binding
together in the bonds of & common peouniary
interest half the States, dictates law to this Re-
publio, and roles with a despotism unrelenting as
death. Asa Democrat, he had ever been opposed
to great moneyed interests “T'heinstinots of money
are the same the world over—the same here a8 in
the most grinding despotism of Europe. Money
in cold, selfish, heartless, [t has no pulse of hu-
manity, no feelings of pity or of love. lnterest,
gain, ncenmulation, wre the wole instinots of ita
nature ; and it is the game, whether invested in
manufneturing stock, bank stock, or the black
stock of the South. latent on ite own interest,
it is utterly regardless of the rights of humanity.
It would enin dividends out of the destruction
of wouls, Here, then, sir, we have sizteen hundred
millions of r.rpa‘uf-—helﬂ lese, unfeeling eapital,
fntent on ite own pecuninry advancement, It is
here, sir, in these balls, in desperate conflict with
the rights of homanity and of free Inbor It is
struggling to cluteh in its iron grasp the soil of
the oountry—that soil which is man's inherit-
ance, and which of right shonld belong to him
who labors upon it. Sirteen hwndred millions of
dollars demunds the soil of our territories in per-
petuity, for its human chattels—to drive back the
free laborer from his rightful field of enterprise—
from his lawful and God.given inheritance. Sla-
very must have s wider field, or the money value
of flesh nnd blood will deteriorate.  Additional
seourity and strength must he given to the hold-
ers of human stock. What though humanity
should shriek and wail? Money is insatinte—
ocapital is deaf to the voice of its plendings, To
oppose the extension of slavery—to resist in the
eouncils of the nation the demands of this huge
money power—Lto advocate the rights of human-
ity and of free lahor, is, in the estimation of the
gentleman from [llinois, to be sectionnl, and fa-
patical. To bow down to this money power—to
to do its bidding—to be ita instrument and its
tool—is doubtless, in the esteem of the gentleman,

to stand upon a “ broad aud bational platform.”
Freedom and homanity, truth and justice, is s
Intform too narrow for his enlarged und compre-
ﬁfu.!i'a mind—the universality of slavery ean
slone fill its capaciogs powers. Slavery is Demo-
crutic—freedom fanatioal! Sir, the gentleman
no doubt sees fanaticism in & bold and fearless
advoescy of the right. With some minds, noth.
ing Is rational and practieal, except that which
yo well  That slavery has heretofore paid
well to those who labored in its servioe, he (Mr
W) was prepared to believe The history of
this Government proves this. Its bills, however
have been at & discount sinee the Presiden
eleotion of 4%, 11s last draft for the Presidency
was dighonored.  ltw oredit is shaken na & prompt

log his

efferson, and the fathers of the |
Republic, should be applied to the Territories of |

without uate ard.
Ho (Rir, W) wae' sduented to he voom

the advocate of trath, the inflexible

opinions with & change of dynasty ; and who ever |
lean for support upon some strong, and, us they
believe, controlling interest. The Slave I‘ower|

politieal fortunes are seoure, only when they stand |
in close alliance with slavery. They lean upon it |
for support; they look to it for promotion ; they |
tremble sod turn pale st its frowns. Many fear
to stand on the rock of Truth, unsupported save
by n consciousness of rectitude and duty, who,
sensible of their weakness, lean with their whole
weight vpon the stropg arm of same ereat interest
4 -w" i d

Mr. ‘(_‘huirmm fhe continued,) | am charged J
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the orts of the demagogue—with keeping alive
& “miserable excitement,” to secure hy own
elevation to office. When have | been found
at the footstool of power ! When have | address-
ed myself to propitinte its smiles or its favor?
When huve | abandoned principle, and taken
refoge in the arms of any great moneyed interest
for suceor and protection 7 When have | proved
false to my professions, or my pledges? Who is
my nccuser 7 No, sir, no; | have kept the faith ;
I have redeemed the solemn pledges given toa
generous oonstituency—a constituenoy, sir, that
have stood around me, sand sustained me, with a
devotion and constaney of which any man, the
greatest in this nation, might well be proud ; and,
wir, | would sooner stand ngainst the assaults of &
thousand such as the gentleman from Illinois,
than disappoint the just expeotations of the
humblest man who gave me his confidence and
support, Does the gentleman from [linois know
anything abont the district from which I come?

The people by |

| all opposition,
| ples; they will make them the guide of their

Hus lie ever informed himself as to the charse-
ter and political principles of those I represent?

wf Peensp¥.... 0 Moolidonipts he meana
& clnss of persons who assail the Constitution,
and seek the overthrow of slivery by violent or
unlawful means, then, sir, there are no Abolition-
ists in my distriot. I/ by Abolitionista. the gen-
tlemnn intends to be understood all sach as are
opposed to the extension of slavery, then, sir, we
are all Abolitionista together. 1t isthe most rad-
ical, thorough, inflexible Democratic distriet in
the State ; and has ever heen true to the main-
tenunoe of the grent cardinal principles of the
Republican party—opposed to a high proteot-
ive tariff, to a pational bank, to extravagant
s hemes of internal improvement by the General
Government, to u distribution of the proceeds of
the publio lands; snd in favor of the independ-
ent treasury, and of every other measure with
whioh the Republican party has been identified
for the last twenty years. Nay, more : it took the
lead in Pennsylvania in support of many of these
great questions. The Demooracy of my distriet
ndvooated the independent treasury, and a more
liberal revenue policy, before either of those
great measures had commended themwselves to
popular favor with the party in that State. | was
with them then, | am with them now. It isa
part of their faith, and a part which will not he
compromised or surrendered, that slavery ought
not to be extended over the free soil of this con-
tineat. They embrace this great principle as a
part of their oreed ; and they will stand by it to
the last, ngainst all temptation, and in the face of
They will adhere to their princi-

nction, the rule of their conduet, They will fol-
| low no organization that has for its object the
prostration of their priociples. The gentleman
from Illinois would read them out of the party.
When they are excluded from the Democratic
party, it will ba past hope in Pennsylvania.
That State will then have taken its position per-
manently in the ranks of the opposition. But |
o not believe that they will allow the gentleman
from lllinois to excommunioste them from the

faithful,
‘Whatever course
is certain, that a
in the present Congress,
of the Provigo. This fact is known to those who
hear me, and to the whole country. It will stand
in higory, and the shameful record will also be

| of the gentleman, and light up the fires of Truth

Demooratio party ; nor will the dewunsistiono of
the entire !\s;uh move thetn one jot or tittle from
their principles.

I have said, Mr. Chairman, in my judgment
this whole controversy would have been settled
without agitation, and without this protracted
struggle, which some gentlemen profess to think

| endnngers the stability of the Union, had the
| Representatives from the North faithfully carried
ont the will of their constituents. 1 do not intend
this remark a8 n reflection wpon the gentleman
from Illinois. His distriot, for aught I know, may
be as pro-slavery as himself. It is not my pur-
pose, Mr. Chairman, to reflect upon the motives
or conduct of any gentleman in this House, It
would be out of order for me to do so; yet | can-
not but feel, that the true way to settle existing
controversies is not by patched-up compromises,
which ought to have, and can have, no force, if
mude agrinst the public sentiment of the country.
The principles upon which this controversy should
be settled are the same ns those upon which all
great political questions should be settled in a
Government like our own—by an honest and
faithful representation on this floor, and in the
other branch of Congress, of the voice of our re-
spective conatituencies. Let every man vote as
his constituents desire him to vote—ns it was un-
derstoad he would vote when n candidate for an
election to m seat in this Hall —then, sir, yon
would have expressed the voice of the country.
A settlement upon such a basis would stand—
would command rancrmt. It would be in harmony
geni

with the apirit an ug of our institutions.
/pon this basis alone ought all great questions to
be aettled ; and had it been falthfully acted upon,
the present controversy would never have had an
existence. The question of slavery in our Ter-
ritories would have been long since settled, and
settled on the side of Freedom. But it would
seem that a different atmosphere prevails here
from that which gentlemen breathe at home. We
have here political combinations looking to the
Presidency, and to the patronage dispensed from
that high office. Men become the mere partisans
of Presidential aspirante, instead of the faithful
representatives of the People. Party interesta and
party wuccess exert a oontrol!lnr influence over
the deliberations of Congresa. It is but a short
time since, when the Representatives from the
North, who oceupy seats on the other side of this
House, were, to a man, the advocates of positive
legislative probibition ageinst the extension of
slavery. Ay! sir, it was an * old principle of the
Whig party! A devoutly-cherished doetrine!
They had always opposed the oonl.rulll’I;F influ-
ence of glavery in the Government! The De-
moeracy had always courted and suocumbed to
the Slave Power” Such, but a short time ago,
wis the universa] language of Northern Whifnl,
in and out of this House. | well remember with
what aluerity and zeal they walked up to the
vote—awways ready, always anxious. It was not
then premmture—there was no dodging in those
days. Who so blind as not to see that a great
change has come over the teaders of that party,
and the representatives of that party on this loor ?
After having obtained power Mlinnn of
sigoal and lasting devotion to Freedom, they now
seek to retain it hy compromises with Slivery.
They are now willing to abandon the old policy
of enforcing the Ordinance of 1757, Indeed, they
have abandoned it for the ““ non.action " polioy of
the late Executive. The new dynasty, it is said,
favors a different policy; it is disposed, so says
rumor, to take passage in the Omnibus, which has
been lumhering ita way for months through the
Senate. If this be so, we shall soon see  corres-
ponding change in the position of lr.ﬂf leaders,
Leaders can change to order—the People are not
80 fuoile. The mnsses expect nothing, ask for
nothing, from Government, except just and whole-
some laws.  They love principle, and follow it
with earnest and honest purpose, unless misled hy
ambitious and selfish men. They want the oll
policy restored, they want seourities and guaran-
tees for Freedom — they want the Jefersonian
Ordinance rednnacted. I, by the force of cireum-

our Territories should be preserved from
the threatened encroschments of Slavery, and
finnlly be admitted as free Stutes, (8 result which
non-action leaves to the hazard of chance,) still
slavery will have triumphed, if we fail to nssert
the rights of freedom. The policy of this Govern-
ment should be settled now and forever, ngninst
the further extension of slavery. This is ren-
dered necessary by the startling demands of sla.
very, of its right to extend wherever the flag of
the Union floats.

But, a8 | was maying, our friends on the other
glle have undergone & change; nnd | fear that
snother and more sudden change awaits them.
General Taylor is dead. The brave and honest
old chief reposes in the grave. Ile has no more
favors to bestow ; the mantle of his power has
fallen u another, A late Senator, he who
“ treads step backmard,” is elevated the

%mzhﬂh his w!r:dah to m
magical Influence and power. enator, n
Taylor living, it had lost its charm ; as premi

paymaster ; and the gentleman from [llinols may

T,
it a to be potential. I shall expect to see his dis-

We shall see, sir, what we shall see.
tlemen may sdopt, one thing |
e majority took their seats |
pledged to the support |

written, that some were faithless to those pledg-
es—tlat they sacrificed principle and honor, to
propitiste power. There are not three men from
the free Siates, on the oppositeside of the House,
who, when elected, were not understood by their
censtituents to be in favor of legislutive action
against the extension of slavery. The same ia|
true of a large majority of the Demoerats ||
know of some who gave their solemn pledges in |
writing, to stand by the prineiple to the last, and |
sguinst all compromises, who have publicly dg-|
olared their purpose to abandon it. This, sir, is |
shumeful ; yet it is by such treachery as this, that |
slavery Is to gain atriumph. If the Ordinance of |
freedom isto be thus defeated, it is not by the voice
of the people ; it is defented by the betraynl of |
their representatives.  And in such a betrayal of |

Do gentlemen expeot such a settle-
mentto stand ?  Is this the way in which peaceis
to be restored to the country 7 Are the people to
be chested, and thenealled upon to thank as pub- |
lic benefactors those who defranded them?! A |

distinguisbed Senator—he again who “ treadsno |

step buckward’—ina recent speech, lnbored enr-
nestly to prove that it was the duty of a repre-
sentative to violate his instruclens, to rlinr!ﬂnl

opinon, the pubibu weal wouia be promoted taere-
tive—he who religiovsly observed his pledges,
who faithfully and honestly, by his speech snd
votes, earried out in these Halls the views of his
constituents—was a slave himself, and that a pro-
viso wis needed 1o free such a one from bondage.
Sir, neither great talents, nor exalted position,
oan sanctify such doctrines. They strike at the
foundations of our system of Government. They
are anti-republican, anti-American. The Sena-
tor himeelf gave us a shameful example of their
mischievous influence, when he jurned his back
upon the unanimous instructions of his own State,
I subscribe to no such sentiments, I tolerate no
such doetrines, in politics or in morals, I canre-
spect, noy more, | can appland the man who votes
for slavery, when | believe he is fairly reflecting
the prinuip'len and feelings of those he represents ;
but I have only loathing and contempt for him
who, by false professions, obtains a high place,
und then betrays the confidence re in him.
Mr. Chairman, | do not desire agitation ; but [
cannot consent to avoid it, by a tame and silent
submission to wrong. I will not see, without a
struggle to avert it, this Government, established
by the price of hlood, upon the great foandations
of Freedom_ suhverted to the nooursed purpose of
the extension of shivery. Ita power shasi cove. Lo
wielded to such ends, if by any humble efforts o
mine | can prevent it. So long as there can be
spak man ig Abp North ng the lrmmnn
i lllinois, to stand here and do the of
slavery, so long there will be agitation—an agita-
tion that, by-and-by, will reach the constituents

and Freedom in his district. When that day
comes, as it sarely will come, we shall hear no
more of the gentleman from Illinois, and the like
of him

A great truth eannot be trampled jn the dust—
a great principle of right cannot be hroken down
Freedom will live—truth and justiee will live—
live in the hearts of men—live in the attributes
of God—live forever.

This Government is not a government of gla-
very, but of freedom. We hold that slavery is
not & national institution—that it should be kept
within the limits of the States where it ia tolera-
ted ; and these nre doetrines which no pretended
compromise ean crush—no political combinations
put down,

In the last Presidentinl contest, the South
brought to bear the influence of this sixteen hun-
dred millions of slave property. She declared
that no man should receive her support for the
Presidency who did not bow down in ahject and
slavish submission to this mighty power of the
South. Northern aspirants for that high office
humbled themselves in the dust, but they failed
of the reward. The price of shame and of humil-
fation was not paid, and | trust in God that it never
will be paid. The ambitions and aspiring must
learn that they cannot reach the Presidescy by a
base bowing down to the power of slavery. This les-
son it is the duty of the people to teach them
This is the only remedy for doughfaceism—it is
a sure and certain cure; It is a constitutional, n
penceful remedy—the remedy of the ballot-box
I shall not fear to resort to it, whenever occasion
requires its application.

Mr. COBD, of Alahama &Mr. Wimot yield-
ing the tfoor) 1 wish to A8k the gentleman 1f he

would vote for any man for the office of Presi-
dent who was the owner of slaves,

Mr. WILMOT. Certainly sir—most cheer-
fully, if he agreed with me in principle. | make
principle the guide of my politieal action. Prin-
ciple, and prineiple alone, controls my votes; not
the location of candidates, or the nature of the
property they may hold.

Mr, CORB. Would the gentleman own a slave
himuelf ?

Mr. WILMOT. 1haveno wish to be the own-
er of one. God forhid that | should ever be placed
in eircumstances where my interests or conveni
ence should tempt me to become the owner of one.
U/pon this subject | confess that my moral sensi-
bilities are not as keenly alive to the wrongs of
slivery e they ought to be. 1 am not so good a
man a8 [ wish | was, [ wish that | could feel for
the wrongs of others as keenly us I feel a wrong
when inflicted upon myself. [ make no preten-
sion to any such exalted virtue, Gentlemen who
have done me the honor to listen to my speeches
upon this suhject, will remember that I have nev-
er discussed this question in its moral aspects.
That task | have left to others, better able to do
it jostice. | have examined it as a political ques-
tion—ns A question affecting the rights of the
people, and the policy snd character of the Gov-
ernment, Apart from sll moral considerations, I
am opposed to the further extension of slavery,
n8 & political evil of the first magnitude. Slavery
in anti-republican—it is aristoeratic in all its ten-
dencies anil results—itissubversive of those great
principles which lay at the foundation of all free
Governments.  Itisa Freat moneyed interest—
a vast peounisry capital, with the heartless in-
stinots of capital, and I am deadly hostile to the
eontrol of capitalin this Government. It isintheo-
ry, and should be in practice, a Government of
the people. It helongs to the free masses of
the country, Itiatheirs toenjoy, to defend They
have a right to mould it to their pleasure, to de-
termine ita policy, to direct it to the advancement of
their happiness and prosperity. Slavery secks to
wield it to its own .-m.ﬁ' ends—to the support
and perpetuation of its vast capital in buman flesh
and hlood. | oppose the extensionof slavery, be-
caase it is nn element of weakness in States. |
speak with no feelings of unkindnesstowards the
South, but | utter my earnest convictions when |
say, that the South is weak—weak in all the ele-
ments of strength and greatness—weak to resist
i foreign foe, and only weak because of the insti-
tution of slavery. It is the men who perform the
Iahor of A country that must defend it in the hour
of danger. ‘The men who perform the labor of
the South are slaves. You dare not place the
means of defence in their hands. You dare not
give them arms, and teach them their use, lest
they turn them nagainst yourselves, If your
young and able-bodied men goto the field in large
numbery, you leave your families, your women
and children, exposed ton terrible enemy at home,
It is an element of wenkness in States, and for
this renson 1 am opposed to its extension.

Another reason - notwithstanding the vast in-
orense of slavery in the last sixty years [ enter-
tain the hope soardently cherished by our fathers,
of its ultimmte extinotion, 1 look forward to some
day—remote it may be—when the South, in ita
own way, and by its own voluntary netion, will
set about the great work of emancipation, and the
separation of the two races; in whioh work, |
trust the North will cotperate to the full extent
of its resources nnd power. The day must come,
or there will be a night of terror and of blood,
Slavery cannot be eternal. I cannot contemplate
the prospect of perpetusl slavery, without seeing
the futare of my country shrouded in darkness and
in gloom. The extension of slavery will post-
pone the day of deliverance—magnify its diffionl-
tiea, if/indeed it does not make them insurmount-
able, ’klluery I hinve before stated to be a pe-
cuniary question—a question of eapital, of dol-
lnrs and cents.  This is the light in which it is
viewed by the master | tothe slave itis a question
of libeety, and of all & man holds dear and saered.
It willlcontinue so long ns it is valaahle—so long
will lﬁu who have property in it, hold on to sla-
very with n grasp that cannot be broken. Every
one soknowledgesthat slavery would become value-
leas much sooner, if confined to its present limita,
than ¥ extended over a wider space, T'his, South-
ern gintlemen tell us, is the reason why they are
determined to extend it; and they charge upon
:n;th:" poaed to its extension, a desire to

hbout n‘nlilinn, by hemming them in, and
y making their property worthless. We
wrong to our Southern [riends in opposing
tension of slavery, although the policy of
tension will hasten the day when slaves
shal| be without value, and alavery shall cease to
God has established certain laws, by
and wure operation of which, slavery
ul lll.u:' , It nlnt::el long
J w of population, without oon-
o If the laws of natnre and of
ation necessarily tend to diminish the valae
ve property, why should we be called upon

of slavery from their influese by an extension of
ita area? Gentlemen of the South see that the
field of labor ia fast filling up; that the laborers
are increasing, and that, unless the field is en-
larged, labor will cheapen, and the laborer him-

| uelf become worthless as an element of y.

They see clearly that st no distant day they will
be compelled, by the force of nataral lawas, to com-
mence the work of emancipation, unless that day
is put off by the opening of new fields for slave
Inbor. Sir,1 would not obstruct the operation
of God's laws. | certainly would not interfere to
gave slavery from their influence. Looking, as [
do, to the day of our ultimate redemption from
this curse, I wish it to come before the evil shall
have grown to such giant propor ions as to defy
our e¢fforts for a ful deliverance. | do not
wish the evil to grow beyoud our control. We
might, by & mighty effort, solve peacefully, and
without blood, the problem of slavery, with ten
millions of blacks. No human power can solve it
with fifty ora hundred millions. [t would break
iu fragments the strongest Government on earth:
it would produce scenes of commotion, strife, and

| blood, such as the world never maw. +Why will

gentlemen bring certain and wide-spread ruin
upon the country? It is the spirit of self-
ishness that invokes this destruction upon our
Jand—the selfishness of grent interests, the selfish-
ness of capital, blind to everything but its imme-
diate and proximste interest. For resistance
to thisspirit of selfishness, for seeking fo avert
from my country this terrible doom, | am assailed
by the gentleman from Illinois, in borrowed wit
«ud studied denunciation. )

Mr. Chairman, talk as gentlemen may, there s |
= wastlad and & v od determination on the part of the
people in the free States 1o vest 1§ every lawful
and constitutions] means, the extension of slavery.
They may be hetrayed by their representatives—
I fear they will be; they may, for a time, be mis-
led by those in whom they have placed confi-
dence—party leaders may lick the dust at the bid-
ding of slavery, may kiss its bloody hands—party
organization may be used to crush the advocates
of liberty—yet, sir, the great heart of the people
beats for freedom. Geutlemen will learn that a
cheat is no settlement—that a betrayal of trust
is noadjustment of difficulties—that the arrange-
ments of Presidential aspirants is no compromise.
Agitation is not to be quieted by the perpetration
of wrong. The friends of freedom will counsel
no resistance to estaBlished law; but they will
not cease to appeal to the judgments and the
hearts of men, in hehalf of righteousness and
truth. Gentlemen want peace, quiet. Cense to
urge & wrong, and you will have u peace.  What
is the quiet they want? Freedom from agitation
on the subject of slavery. | will tell gentlemen
how they can have quiet on thissubjeer - Soparate
the General Government from all responsibility
for the existence or support of slavery. Keep
your institutions within your States, and you will
Love po pgitation. Cense to eyl N i). 0my
of slavery inthis Government—immolate no more
Northern mes. You provoke agitation by the in-
Jjustice of your demunds.  You declare your pur-
pose to ld&d slaviry “into free tevvitory, snd
when we offer resistance, when we demand for
freedom the protection and security of law, you
cry out against sgitation. You ask us to reverse
the policy of the Government in behalf of slavery
and its interests, and because we refuze, you com-
plain of injustice and wrong. Weare struggling
to maintain, against your encroachments, the
early and settled policy of the Government. 1
stand upon [his quesiion of slavery extension,
where Jefferson, and Madison, and Henry, stood
sixty years ago. Were they now living, they
would advocate the policy | bave advoeated. They
did so, in their day and generation. They would
do 80 now.

It in the vast inerease of this slave capital which
has taken place in the last half century, that ere-
ates all our present diffieulties. From two hun-
dred millions of dollars it has grown to sixteen
hundred millions. This immense capital is strug-
gling for perpetuity and power. It wishes to
make slavery eternal. This is your fanaticism,
gentlemen of the South—the fauaticism of sla-
very—of sizteen hundred millions of dollars! It
is & oold, oaloulating funaticism. 1t feeds on the
souls and bloed of men. Talk to me about fanat-
icism! May God preserve me from the fanati-
cism of slavery—{from that fanaticism which for-
gets humanity and it rights, in the pursuit of an
all-absorbing selfishnesa.

Mr. Chairman, [ have been led almost unoon-
sciously into these protracted remarks. | con-
templated but a few words when | wrose. My
ohject more particularly was to address myself to
the gentleman from Ilinois, [Mr. MoCregxanD, ]
and to repel the charge brought by him ngainst
the {riends of freedom, of a desire to defeat the
appropriation hills. They have never entertuin-
ed such a thought. They are loyal to the Con-
stitution and to the Government of their coun-
Iry—I0yal, 1T, and true. They desire action on
Culifornin—that grest question, which, more than
any other, eugrosses the mind of the nation. It
is a shame—n personal dishonor to Northern
men—that California is not yet admitted into the
Union. Why this protracted delay? Why this
ooutinual postponement of & measure which they
all profess to favor? Are gentlemen afraid to
act! Are we cowards, that we dare not perform
our constitations] duty? Do we fear to take

hold of the work which we came here to do? Sir,
let ue have done with this timid, this cowardly

olicy. Let us aet. There is honor and safety
n netion—dishonor and danger in further delay.
The gentleman from Illinois is waiting the action
of the Senate on the “ Omnibus bill” After
eight months of the session is exhausted, he is
for giving time for slavery to mature its plans.
When sluvery is in danger, the gentleman is ever
ready and prompt in action. No measure of sla-
very was ever delayed an hour for want of the
gentleman’s aid.  Freedom must stand back, and
only enter these Halls in the manner and at the
hour slavery shall diotate,

I wish that the vote of to-day should arrest
the attention of the country. Let it be known
throughout the length and breadth of the land,
that the consideratlon of California was post-
poned, to make way for an appropriation bill for
the support of the Military Academy at West
Point—a bill which there was no ocoasion for

ressing upon our attention, and which could

ve been mcted upon a fortnight or a month
hence, without ung detriment to the pnblic ser-
vice. This was done by the votes of the South,
united with the great body of Northern Whigs,
and a few Northern Democrats. California post-
poned, after eight months’ deln". by the strong
vote of minety-three to sirty! Yet, in the fuce of
this vote, men will go home and try to make their
constituents believe that they were friendly to
the early and unconditional admission of Cali-
fornia.

DEBATE ON THE *“ HIGHER POWER."

In the Senate of the United States, July 40, 1850,

Mr. Seward having delivered a speech in sup-
port of his proposition to admit New Mexico as &
State—

Mr. Prarr. | desire to say a word, sir, as to
what | conoeive to be the most extraordinary prop-
osition ever submitted to this body. I apprehend
that such a proposition would not have emanated
from any other souree than that from which it has
come. | feel confident that when the yeas and
pays are tuken, as | intend to move before I ke
my seat that they whall be, the Senstor from New
York [Mr. Sewanrn] will stand alone ; heeause | am
sure that there is po other member of this bod
who has at least advanced openly to the hody h
utter disregard of the Constitution and his oath
to support it.  Upon two occasious, as it is known
to every member of the Senate, the Seoator from
New York has announced here that from the
origin of this Government there have been two
organized Erinoip'lu‘ warring one against the
other, whick must result in the course o0 time in
the destruction hy the more powerful of those
rn’nniplu of the other. Tho principle of human
iberty, as he terms it, and the assumption in the
Constitution of the universal equality of man, he
has avowed to be the higher law, which he feels
himself conatrained to obey, although it may con-
flict with the express provisions of the Constitu-
tion und his onth to support that instrument. For
example, he believes and admits that the Constitu-
tion of the United States positively prohihits the
Congress of the United States from abolishing
slavery within the States. Yet lonsmuch s this
higher law, this principle of human liberty, comes
in conflict with constitutional prohibition, he
says that he should be bound by this higher law,
nnd he would disregard the Constitution of his
country ; he would Itllﬂﬁ'll the oath which he
hes tuken to su it before he took his seat
here; and he would vote for that admitted uncon-
stitutional sot—the abolition of slavery within
the States of this Union. I think, then, Mr. Pres-
ident, that I am right in assuming that no other
Senstor upon this Aoor would have offered the
proposition upon which I sm now about to eom-
ment; beoause it is ln every one of its featares
directly subversive of every constitutional pro-
vision in reference 10 fhe formation of States.

Mr. Sewanp (interposing) Will the Senator
allow me n word of explanation 7

The Pursivknr. Does the Senator from Mary-
land yield the foor 7

Mr. Pratr asscnted.

Mr Sgwann, Mr. President, I distinetly deny
that | have ever, on this or elsewhere, main-
tained one solitary all the
which have been put
upon me by the

Mr. Puarr. Why,
Senator should be
giving him an

universally believed

a law above the Constitation, which he felt bound
to obey 7 Does he deny that?

Mr. Sewarp. Yes, air, | deny that.

[Mr. S. states that he understood Mr P. to have
added the words, “ when it conflicta with the Con-
stitution,” and replied accordingly —Rrr |

Mr. Puarr. en, sir, he denies, Mr. Presi-
dent, what every man knows he hus said. 1 have
beard him say it over and over again; and the
Senator’s denial does mot make untrue what |
assert | have heard him sy, that there was &
higher law,

r. Bgwaro (in hia seat) 1 do not deny that

Mr. Prarr. | call upon every Senator who
hears me to say whether the Senator from New
York did not say there was a higher law; s
higher law than the Constitution, which he fele
bound to obey when it came in conflict with the
Constitution. _

Mr, Sgwakn (in his seat) 1 did not. -

Mr. Pratr. | call upon any Senator upon this
floor, other than the Senator from New York, to
deny that he said so.

My, Barowiy. As the appeal bas been made
to other Senators, | must say, simply, that 1 did
pot understand the sentiment uitered by the Sen-
ator from New York ss it has been stated by the
Senator from Maryland.

Mr. Footk (in rh’ia seat) Everybody else did.

Mr, Prarr. | do not know what the Senator
from Connecticut means by this disavowal, If he
means that my commentary upon what the Sena-
tor has said is not exactly correct, that may be so.
But that Senator cannot deny that he heard
the Senator from New York say there was a higher
tanr than the Constitution, which he felt bound
to obey when it came in conflict with the Con-
stitution.

Mr. Barowis. 1 happen not to have a copy of
the speech of the Senator from New York here,
and | cannot of course be expected togive the pre-
cise words. | understood the Senator to state that
there was & higher law than the Constitution,

Constitation.

Mr. Prarr. Now, Mr. President, it will be in
the recollection of every one who hears me, that
in the second speech which was made by the Sen-
ator from New York—one which displays all that
preparation which I think every Senator should
give to everything they are about to utter in this
body—which, if it had been displayed in a better
cause, would have been worthy of his country—
he reiterated the sentiment contained in his first
epeech, and then uttered the sentiment | have
stated, that there were two antagonist principles
ingrafted originally in the Constitution, and those
two antagonist principles were the alleged equal-
ity of man and the principle of domestic slave-
ry—the recognition of domestic slavery.

Now, Mr. President, he avowed further, and |
think that every one here will agree with me, that
whenever these antagonist miaeiplu of which he
.was speaking came in conflict with the Constitu-
tion, the higher Inw wWould be obeyead oy mim 1
preference to the Constitution itself. | have
#poken of this matter to all the friends of that
Sepator, and this ig the first time | ever heard
any one say be nnderstood him differently from
what | have stated. [ bave mentioned it to them
with the announcement of the intention on my
part to move the expulsion of that Senator as &
member of this body. I have stated that when
that Senator took his seat here, he was bound, as
we were, to comply with that article of the Con-
atitution which says that Senators, before they
take their seats, shall swear to support the Con-
stitution. | hnve maid to them that if, when he
came to the book to take that oath, if he had re-
fused to take the oath, he could mot bave taken
his geat; or if he had promulgated to the Senate
the reservation which he now makes or bas hith.
erto made, with reference to this superior law, 50
18 to make invalid that oath, there is not & Senn-
tor that would have permitted him to take it.
Therefore, sir, if he had not concesled his under-
standing of the ohl ns which he was about 10
take upon himself, be would not have been per-
mitted to take his seat here. I contended for this
with his friends, and nome of them said | was
wrong in the facts. I comtended that with these
opiniong we ought to turn him out of the body, as
he never should have taken a seat here.

Mr, President, | now come to the amendment,
which ia this:

Insert after the word “ That,” in the first line,
the following :

“New Mexico shall, on proclamation by the
President of the United States, be admitted asa
State into this Union, on an equal footing with
the original States, Provided, That the President,
bsrnreﬁluhlglnch proclamation, shall be satisfied
that tha Conatitution recently framed by the Con-
vention of New Mexico has been approved and
ratified by the people of New Mexico in the elec-
tion held for the purpose of considering it, ou the
mn!: J\lu&hﬂ: In roposition that Congress

en, Bir, L] on 1 on

should sdmit New Mexico a6 & Siate into this
Union with a Conatitution which Congress has
uever seen, establishing boundaries not known to
the Senate or to any one else; that we should di-
reot the President of the United States to proclaim
the admission of New Mexico as a State, with
whatever boundaries she may choose to assume,
even if they include half or two-thirds of Texas,
and whether that Constitution is republican in
its form or mot, provided he shall believe that the

ple of New Mexico are willing. Therefore,
if they have established a Government not repub-
lican in its form—n kingly Government—the
provision of the Constilution which says that we
shall admit no State which is not ublican in
its form, or if by ita boundarics it includes a rrt
of Texas, that provision of the Constitution which
prohibits separating from the limits of any State,
without the assent of that 8 are to be disre-
garded, and New Mexico is still to be admitted
as a State by proclamation, although she does
Regr of other States without the assent
of those States, and although her Constitution
may not be in a republican form. Am I not right,
then, in nz{ing that mo one—exoept the Senator
from New York—entertaining his opinions, could
submit s proposition like this? Am I not right
in saying that there is noSenator upon this loor—
and | ask the yeas and nays to see if there is any
one—who will vote for an samendment directly
violative of these two clauses of the Constitution
to which | have referred?

Mr. President, | have desired upon all ocoa-
sions, and | am sure that it is still my determina.
tion, to cultivate toward my brother Senastors
feelings of harmony and respect, so far ms | am
cnpable of entertaining them. | will not say—I
vill,l‘ not pretend to say—that such feelings can
be entertained by me with reference to such a
proposition a3 this, or to the member of the Sen-
ate who made it.

Mr. Daxron. Mr. President—

Tur Presivent, Did the Senator from Mary-
land ask for the yeas and nays?

Mr. Pravr. Yes, sir.

Mr. Davroy, Mr. President, | have a request—

Tur Presioent, The Senator will suspend un-
til it is ascertained whether the yeas and nays are
ordered,

« The yeas and nays were then ordered.

Mr. Davron. After the yeas and nays are or-
dered, the request that | have to make canmot be
complied with. | meant merely to ask the Sena-
tor New York whether it would not be bet-
ter for him to withdraw his proposition.

Mr. Cray (in his seat) I object.

Mr. Pratt (in his seat) The yeas and nays
have been ordered.

Mr. Sewano. If there is any proposition | have
ever made, any measure | have ever proposed,
which I am wiiling to stand by bers, before the
country and the world, it is the ‘Pnpodtln [
have now submitted. Therefore, though [ stand
Mh 1 shall be content, convinced thae | stand
right.

do not to reply to what is

to myself in the remarks of the honorable Sena-
tor from Maryland. | have nothing of ulrmul
charaoter to say. There is no man in this land
who ia of sufficient importance to this

and to mankind to justify his consumption of five
minutes of the time of the Seoate of the United
Suates, with personal explanations rela to him-
sell. When the Senator made his remarks, | rose
to expresa to M%;lum that hh:h.;“'. mis-
apprebension. e speeches wi have
bzu,nnduanlo of the Senate, are
and what is recorded has gone befors the
snd will go, worthy or into history.
them to waokind. | by what I have
That is all 1 hnhny-pﬂhi-l?‘

The Seantor proposes to me. |am
to meet thut trisl too ; sod if [ shall be ex;
shull not be the first man subjected to
for maintaining that there isa
human law, and that power
that rulers, whether despots or
a free people, are bound to
the benefit of pogiety. Sen:
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which was in harmony with the provisions of the |

creating & kingly Govermment, if the
Semt:r‘dm not disdain to exsmine a -
tion not officially laid before the Senate. It be-
gina with these words:

“ We, the people of New Mexioo, in order to sstabiish

stios, promote the welfure, and seeure the blessings of
{i'un, to ourselves and our posterit;

e

This, #o far, is the langosge of the Constitu-
tion of the United States. Then it proceeds to
utter what the Senator from Maryland will con-
sider a dangerous heresy :

 Aoknawladging with grateful hearts the goodoess of the
Saversign Huler of the Universs, and imploring His ald
and direotion in its sconmplishment, do ordain and eatab-
linh the following Conatitution "

We see that here are a
o higher power than the Constitution.

Mr. Pratr (interposing) Does the Senator
mean to say that | consider that a heresy 7

Mr. Skwanro. | say that the Senator charac-
terized what | said a8 heresy when | expressed
precisely this opinion,

Mr. Pratr. Will the Senator yield the floor
& moment 7

Mr. Suwarp. Certsinly ; but | give the Sen-
ator notice that I shall make no answer.

Mr. Pratr. Mr Preeident, when one asserts,
I am sorry to say, what he knows to be nntrue—

SkvEral Senators. Order! order!

Mr. Pratr. | beg pardon, Mr. President—

Mr. Sewarn. [ hope the Senator may Be por-
mitted to progeed,

Mr. Peavr. 1 was about to say, that when a
Senator mukes an application to myself which is
not orrect, with the assertion upon the part of
that Senator that nothing which [ ®an sy will in-
duce him to reply, 1 feel that proper respect to
myself should induce me to say nothing.

Mr. Sgwarp, These people of New Mexico
then say they have “esiablished s Government
for the purpose of establishing Justice, securing
the blessings of Liberty for themselvesand for
ro.tarhy, and that they ncknowladg the super-
ntending power of the Sovereign Ruler of the
Universe, and invoke His blessing 7

Now, let us see what kind of Government they
make. They form themseives into a free and
independent State, by the nsme of New Mex-
ico. The next question is whether they have es-
tablished & “ kingly ” Government. This may be
learped from their declaration of rights:

“ All men being born equally free and independent, and
barving certain 1 , and inalienable righta,
amongat which are the erjoying and defending of life and
liberty, the aequi t, p jom, &nd protection of pr p-
erty, and the p it of and i hpy : there-
10%e ue male person ahall be heid by law to serve any per
#om &8 & NeTVAN', slave, or apprentios after he arrives at the
-ﬁ:“ twenty oue years; nor female in like manner, aftey
she wrrives st the age of eighteen years; unless they be
bound by thelr own consent, after they arrive at such age,
or are bound by law for punishment of erime.

“ All puwer {8 inherent in the people ; all fres Governments
| wre founded in their sutharity ; they bave therefore am in
| al'etiable and indefensible right to institute Government, to
| sltar and reform, or to totally change the sune, when their
\ ...i?“ bappiness requires it."

ple whoscknowledge

, ] % R
el sir, 8o far this is sound upnhlimhmf;
it is the republicanism of the British Constitu-
| tions of 1640, of 1688 and the Awmerican Copati-
tution of 1776, Well, have they established a
King, with an Bereditary aristocracy to exercise
the powers of government? No,sir; quite the

contrary '

“The powers of the Government of the Stateof New Mex-
oo shall be divided into three distinot departments, snd
ench of them confided to separate bodies of maglstrasy, to
wit : Those which are legislative, to one; thoss which sre
jndicial, to another ; and those which are exseutive, Lo an-
ather

“ No person ar collection of persons, being of one of those
departments, ehall exereise any power properly helonging to
either o'f the Oﬂil:!. except In‘tm instances hereluafter

y & or

“ The legisiative powern of the Sta'e shall be vested in
two distipet hravches; one to he styled the Senate, the
other the Housa of Representatives ; and both together (he
Legialature of the State of New Mexico The style of all
Inws shall be, Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Stule
of New Mexico.

“ The memberr of the House of R tatives shall be
choaen by the qualified eleptors, and their term of office shall
be two years from the day of their general election ; aud the
session of the Legislature shall be held anvually,at such
time ae shall be presoribed by law.

the qualified electors

“#The Senators shall be ohossn b
for the term of four years, uanhil be divided by lot into
whall be elected

two clnases aa nearly ?nltl
i The Governor und L eutensnt
by the qualified eleators of the State, at the time und places
o %:'l“m"nm —— ball b ted b
of the Supreme " " n y
! . h t of both Heuses of the Legis.

3 with the of
Intare in *m{ ballot; and sball hold their offees for the
term of six yewrs, and until their suecessors be duly nomi.
nated and qualified '’

v A general diffmaion of knowl belng essential to the
preservation of the and liberties of the people, it
shail be the daty of Legistature of this State to make
sultable provisions for the support and maintenance of
publie schools

' The l.qhilhn shall, ut as early a duy a8 ieable,
entablinh free sobools throughont the State, and shall fur.
ninh means for wopport by taxation; smd It shall be

the duty of the Leginisiure to set apart not loss than one-
turn-:’nf the anousl revenue of the State, derived from
taxation, as & perpetusl fund, which fund shall be appro-
priuted to the suppert of free publie schools, and no lsw
Mlhnﬂndlvmdﬂtﬁuwc&um

“ Kvery male person of the age of iwenty-ous yearser
upwards, (Afr1 or the a o of , sud nn-
elvilised Indi d,) belonging ts elther of the fol-
lowing clanses, and who sball bave resided in this State for
wix ha pext p ding sny election, shall be & qualified
elector at aneh eleotion:

W Fyrst, Cltizens of the United States residing In tuis

s‘:‘;ﬂuﬂ\ Persons who electad to remain citizens of the
Republie of Mexioo aseording to article eighth of the treaty
of pence, mude and eomeluded between the Lnitad States of
North Ameriea and the Hepublic of Mexioo, st Guadslupe
Hid and ratified by the Cougress of the United Sta es
m:'l&:il»l-h day of DMay, A. D 1815, and who sball have
taken, at lesst six months prersding any slection, be-
fore some of the Su Court in this State, or ba-
e o, g o R e Ot
:::::‘::Iw!mbl.!u dhﬂ::hn and to support the
Constitution of the United States and of this State.

“ Third Persons of forelgn birth, not referred to in the
two preceding clauses, who stinll have declared their inten-
tion to become eitinena of the United States, mmm
to the laws of the United States on the subjeet of na -
i Ne soldier in the army of ihe United States shall be en-
titled to vote iu this State.”

This, then, is the Copstitutionof New Mexico.
It is & republican Constitution, and the argument
of the Senator from Maryland against the admis-
sion of New Mexico is refuted.

Mr. Davron. It is no part of myduty to make
any comment Upon any courye whimi any Senator
may think in his best judgment to be advisable :
but | cannot but feel that when we are acting
jointly in reference to a measure, we have some-
thing in common, and that there is
due to each other; and it seems to me that it
would have been better if the Senator from New
York had consulted the views of those who have
concurred generally in their sction upon this
measure, and have avoided offering this proposi-
tion at this time, This amendment belongs alto-
gether to a different line of policy, and the whole
effect of offering it at this time is to put the vote
before the country infinitely feebler than if the
proposition were to stand alone. Why, sir, I can-
not vote for this amendment, while at the same
time | do not want to vote against the admission
of New Mexico as a State, as an alternative. |
cannot vote for this amendment to the bill; and 1
put it to the Senator from New York, what is the
effeot of this amendment, upv.-' you pass it
and incorporateit in thisbill? Why, sir, you
your own amendment, and this main line of poli-
oy ; and the Senator himself and others will have
to vote against the Omnibus bill. Now, in what
sre weplaced 1 [ submlt, with very great
that it would have boen better and easier
ve mized up this question with the Om-
pibua bill. Let ua stand alone upon our own or &
different policy. [do mot wish to vote for this
bill. 1 do not wish to vote against the ndmission
of New Mexico as a State, under proper circum-
ata a8 & mere alternative.

But | am upwilling to vote for this amendment
for snother reason. 1 do think this matter is
| am unwilling to transfer to the

resident of Lhe United States, or to any other

on earth, that right which the Constitotion
mpnul on us to judge whether the Constitu-
sion of & State offering hersell here in blican
or not. The Constitution of the United States
makes it necessary that Congress should pro-
nounce upon that question. How, in the name of
can we trapsfer that constitutional duty to
the Executive, and then satisfy our consciences
and our constitutiondl obligutions to that Consti-
tion? | cannot do that yet.

A : 1 am unwilliog to place the onus of
J the question of boundary, and other pro-
visions of this Constitution, upon the President,
This amendment only says that if the President
sball be satisfied that the people of New Mexico
have approved of some Constitution, (what Con-
stitution it does not say, and we do not know, be-
cause the from which the Senator has read
baa no official charncter,) he shall admit them s o

State b y
t, | regret very much that the Sen-
ator should have felt it his duty to embarrass us in
this matter. | donot complain of it, because he has
exercised only his just and rights upon
this floor. The effect of thia thing is to drive
those to vote ngainst New Mexioco, with the ad-
mission of Cal who, if the question were
1!“«!“4 stood slone, and she, with her re-
Constitution, properly suthentiested
came forward, would feel themsel ves bound to v
for it. | caunot vote for her in this bill,
if the amendment were adopted, you would drive
s large number of Seoators to.vote against it. It
in for these reasons | would very much have pre-
if it would have suited the Senator to
have had this withdrawn.

k

come up for I stated in the

that n"m not wl:‘ w&-m r::tl'f:
premature L] ti

this bill, if gy .u.m’:'i.':‘i;‘f'.‘:
doors 'lf\lut ow Mexico when she shall come
bere with her Constitution in her hands, and wish,

her delegates here, to maintain and su
rights. She is turned adrift without making :;:
appearance, and therefore it is that [ am prepareq
M almaten T pdiy e et
er n er to secure her her
Other Benators may uct as they in lbmdu;,‘,t::
e Gemp e o ol o B
own veno doubt, to
selves to their constituents in . .rcj?l::h ::;
ihg nh}a{ll ;-Iul
r. Hawz. | concar with the bomo
ator from New Jersey in what he has :l];l.h&r:
gard to the amendment of the Senator from N ey
York, us s reason for not voting forit, I cannot yorg
for the proposition for another reason, which he
has not adverted to; and that is, becsuse those of
us who have contended against the piling of in.
congruous measures in one bill, should preserye
our consistency, if it is worth preserving, (I do ot
myself consider it of any very great value,) and P
against incressing the load; for if Californiy's
back was bent by what was already piled upoy
it, this mli would not lighten the burdey
For that reason | would have preferred that 1,
proposition should have been presented in g dif.
ferent shape.

But there was one remark of the Seustor from
Maryland that I wish to advert to. | do ot
know that | understand the precise offence whicl
the Senator from New Nork nas committed. for
which the honorable Senator from Maryland hus
suggested his expulsion. If it be the announce.
ment that there was  higher law than the Conati-
tution, and which we are hound to obey at all
times and at all hazards, | myself onght to he ex-
pelled, because I believe it. | t when the
Senafe went into the choice of a chaplain to per-
form the ceremony of offering prayer and sup-
{!iuun, that we did recognise that wm “

igher Power over us, and | bave not beard of
lute years that it was s crime to resognise 8 power

higher than human power.
. Pratr (in his seat) No one denies that,

Mr. Have. | do remember, recorded in ancient
and sacred history, an occasion somewhat analo-
s:a htl:u.- It is recorded that a:i & oertain oe-

on the princes and governors mighty men
of the realm got loplhs:r and suggested l,u the
king of Bnhyﬂn to pnblhit a decree that whoey-
er should put up any prayer or petition to any
other than the king, for the space of three days,
(it was limited to three days omly, let it he
remembered.) should be cast into a den of
lions; and | have mot heard that that decree
was enforoed but three days. The operation was
such hlh:l {:.l‘lle;l;. was rﬁl:«! in t::e kingdom of
z ve never bheard of any cogutry,
uni.v‘:isdarum dee 1t ian deek 8 orfibe 1
acknowledge, as individuals or ns members of an
zed Government, that there is & Power
hﬁousnr Constitution—that there is o
King of kings, and a Lord of lords, before
whose face the stubborn pride of the Republic
must bend the koee.

Mr. Foore, Mr. President, will the Senator
allow me to ask him—

Mr. Hare [ will get throngh in & moment

Mr. Foore. Itis u!{ a short question,

Mr. Hare. Now, sir, | wish this thing to be put
distinotly before us. [ wish we might, as individ-
uals, understand whether it is necessary to asest on
this floor for us to put the provisions of our Con-
stitution ahove the hehest of the King of kings
What an idle -mklriii is to stand up and rev-
erently kiss the Holy Book, and eall upon Him
to help us to maintain its precepts, when in our
bearts we maintain that our Constitution isabove
even His supreme authority ! Sir,if this is crime,
I am criminal. If the Senate ia to be expurgated
of everybody who believes that sentiment, let the
work commence, and let it commence now.
the preamble show the offence of which they are
guilty; that is, that they believed, high and ex-
alted as the sentiments they entertain of the wis-
dom and power of the Constitution which onr
fathers formed—that they irreverently believed
that there was a Pvﬂ:{lgtu even than that
m-r,u which republicans as well as kings must

in submission. If it be a crime, sir, I plead
uilty to it. | will not the Senator from
hlqlud nor anybody to the treuble of
rnﬂn it. 1 tit, I believe it. Sir, I be-
imlfnlyuhnu 'ht even to bring the an-
premacy ume Republic into confliet with the
commands of the Most High. 1 believe that sen-
timent In its broadest sense, and | have heretofore
supposed that in the action of our Government
and the sentiment of our Government, we had not,
in the plenitude of our power and in the unbri-
bied state of our pride, onme to that piteh of pre-
sumption that it was to be considered an offence
agninst the Constitution to bow reverently to the
power of the Most High.

Mr. Prarr. It is a very easy matter, sir,
when an t based upon one state of facts
is made, to dbswer it hy making an argument
upon snother state of fasta which was never
dreamed of by thmr who made the argumwent
in the first case. the Senator from New
Hampshire say in his place that he understood
me to say I did not believe in a Supreme Power—
that I objected to the Senator from New York for
looking to a Supreme Power as a higher law than
any human law? Did the Senator so understand
me? He knows he did not; and yet he has got
up here, in the monner in which he usually ar-
gues, using & set of phrases which, however well
they may suit certain occasions, and however
they may exhibit the talents of the author of
them, will not apply to every occasion, and have
not just as much application to one state of facts
s nnuther.d H.Ii ’:a:;m the liml;. l:.:;;il the
phrases, and not th suit

Now, sir, | ngver said ; and | am sure there is
not a Senator who hears me who does not believe
that | have a higher respeot for that Supreme
Power, whose name is so frequently desecrated
here, than the Senator from New Hampshire.

Mr. Have. Order!

[ The Reporter feels called upon to state that
he understood the Senator to say “ whose name
is so frequently desecrated by the Senator from
New Hampshire,” and so he took down the words
at the instant they were uttered; but, upon fur-
ther reflection, econsidering that the sentence
would have been lete by inserting the
preposition “by” and that hy the Senators let-
ting his voice fall after the word * New Hamp-
shire” he intended to finish the sentence, the
Reporter is foreed to the conclusion that his ear
was mistakes.|

The Presivext, The Senator must not mske
any reflection,

r. Prarr, [ have not made any.

Mr. Hare. [ call the Senator to order.

Mr, Prarr. 1have yet to learn that telling
the truth is out of order.

The Presinent, The Senator will take bis
seat until the question of order is stated by the
Senator from New Hampshire.

Mr. Hare. | understood the gentieman to say
;}i‘thl. frequently desecrated the name of the Most

£

Mr. Foore (in his seat) He did not say so.
Presipenr, The Bemator from New
Hampahire will reduce his words to writing.

Mr. HavLk, having reduced the words to wri-

them to the Chair. -

e Puesivent. The words, as written down
by the Senator from New Hampshire are, that
“the name of the Most High is frequently dese-
orated by that Senator”

Mr. Hate. 1 have not had time to put down
the connection in which llwly oosurred; but thet
hu:r:mvﬂhhnm understood him to
i s

Mr. Paarr. [ said “so frequently desecrsted
in the Senate.”

Mr. Cuask. MayT be allowsd to saggest that
the words heard by the Senator from New Hamp-
shire were, 8o frequently deseorated here.”

The Presivent. The Chair will make ite de-
cision, and then it will be in order for
to nppeal from it if they choose. The words
set down by the Senator from New Hampshire,
applying a remark of this charaeter to an individ-
us tor, would certainly be out of order; but
Margbont. o be- wouth pore e Mo daty 1

or he wou| ve
oall him to order, sa the Cheir rarely Shrinke

have, 1o go for

wwm he believes to bo a discharge of Lis
uty

b
Mr. Hate. | hope it will be ..Mdo:;l“z

the Senate that the words |




